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Teacher Protests are Long Overdue, Public Schools are in Funding Crisis
PERSPECTIVES
Op-Ed by

PETE MAURER

In the past several months, we
have seen West
Virginia, Kentucky, Oklahoma, and
from all appearances, Arizona all have
massive and sustained teacher
protests and walkouts. This is not the
result of ‘those greedy teachers’ wanting a pay raise for the first time in a
decade, but also expressing outrage at
the systematic and wholesale destruction of our public school system.
For too many decades, teachers
have been easy targets, and most have
become accustomed to the constant
and unwarranted attacks on them and
their profession. To be a teacher
today, you have to either be a glutton
for punishment, or have the thick skin
of a pachyderm.
But like most people, when you
have been pushed into a corner for so
long, and have nothing to lose, you
fight back with a heretofore unknown

source of strength and conviction.
Find a state with GOP-controlled
governance and you are likely to find a
public school system in or near disarray, with underpaid professional staff
and districts lacking books, sound
buildings, and other basic supplies. In
their zeal to give massive tax cuts to
businesses and wealthy donors, the
money often came at the expense of
schools, just as it did in Michigan
under current Governor Snyder.
Michigan schools, like many
across the nation, have suffered from
a lack of adequate resources for nearly a decade, and the cumulative effect,
long-known to the teachers in those
districts and states, is now being
broadcast loudly to those who will listen.
Your teachers are telling you, in
action, word, and with their feet, that
they are fed up with the current system and they won’t suffer in silence
any longer. You need to know that the
current funding system is broken and
that the citizens, whether they like it
or not, are going to have to devote
more resources and pay higher taxes
to restore our nation’s and state’s
schools to their former self.
This wholesale devastation was
and is intentional, designed to slowly

siphon funds away from the public
school sector, and direct it to for-profit charters and private schools. But as
Detroit found out last year, when virtually all of the for-profit schools folded, charter schools are not able to
perform any better than the local public system did.
Suffice it to say, many poor-performing schools have low test scores
that result from socioeconomic factors beyond their control. Poverty,
hunger, substance abuse, child abuse,
homelessness, and many other
aspects of living in urban, inner-city
regions all contribute to stress and
traumatize the child long before they
started school.
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as it will now.
The people of Michigan and the
country need to wake up and accept
the fact that education is like any
other profession – money attracts
quality, and the sooner you accept
that and pay teachers both the salary
and respect they should be afforded,
the sooner we can return our schools
to their former selves.
Money doesn’t solve all problems,
certainly, but teachers are the canary
in the mine and they are singing as
loud as they can to get your attention
that dangerous conditions exist.
We encourage readers to send a
Letter
to
the
Editor:
Andrew@GazetteMediaGroup.com
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Learn the Signs of Alzheimer’s
The Troy Public Library will host a
seminar on the signs and symptoms of
Alzheimer’s and dementia. The event
will feature Lauren Cetnar of the
Alzheimer's Association and Cathy
Grube, chair of Walk to End
Alzheimer's Detroit.
The speakers will share their
mother’s experience with the disease.
Alzheimer's typically shows 10 symp-

Teachers have known this for
decades, but low test scores in those
areas have been used by the government to beat up teachers and administrators statewide, not only portraying
them in as bad a light as possible, but
also as a rationalization to reduce
funding levels for schools.
A massive teacher shortage in
Michigan is underway and rather than
addressing the root of the problem money and respect – the Republican
Party in Michigan chooses to lower
the standards to allow anyone with a
college degree to teach.
Not that many will take them up
on their generous offer. This was tried
years ago and failed miserably then,

toms and signs, and early detection
can provide treatment, which can prolong independence.
The meeting will be held at the
Troy Library on Monday, April 23 from
7 – 8:30 p.m. The event is free.
Registration is required and may be
done at troypl.org/calendar.
—Rose Chehrazi
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Italian! As Only Mamma Can Make It!
Now Taking Reservations For MOTHER’S DAY!

Come meet the finest local and national home improvement companies!
LANDSCAPE & HARDSCAPE • DESIGNER DECKS • OUTDOOR KITCHENS • POOLS & SPAS • GATES & FENCES • BRICK PAVERS
ROOFING & SIDING • CUSTOM STONEWORK • WINDOWS & DOORS • FLOORING • CUSTOM KITCHENS & BATHS • HOME AUTOMATION
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DESIGNERS • PAINTERS • BASEMENT REMODELING • GARAGE SOLUTIONS • HVAC • & MUCH MORE!

1/2 OFF

Bottles of Wine
Every Friday

Gift Cards Available

(586) 264-5252

2505 E.14 Mile Rd.
Sterling Heights
(Between Dequindre and Ryan)

Oakland University O'rena

Oakland

MAY 5 OR 6, 2018

GENERAL ADMISSION: $5 • CHILDREN 12 & UNDER: FREE

UNIV

569 Pioneer Drive, Rochester
(On the Campus of Oakland University)
For more information visit GazetteEvents.com
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B R O O K RD

O’RENA
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PIONEER DR

ADAMS RD

Mon.-Thur. 11:00 am - 9:30 pm • Friday: 11:00 am - 10:30 pm
Saturday: Noon - 10:30 pm • Sunday: Noon - 9:00 pm

with this coupon
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WALTON

SQUIRREL RD

www.AntoniosItalianCuisine.com

2 FOR 1

SATURDAY May 5th • 10am- 6pm
SUNDAY May 6th • 10am- 4pm
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